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Allowing stormwater with sediment 
or pollutants to leave a construction 
site and enter into a storm drain or 
waterway is against local, state, and 

federal laws. 

Why is Stormwater Management Necessary? 

 

• Water that falls on your construction site either soaks into the 
ground or runs off into storm drains.  

• Water and pollution that goes into storm drains eventually ends 
up in lakes, rivers, and streams. The most common source of 
pollution from a construction site is sedimentation caused by 
erosion. 

• Once pollutants reach waterways, they can harm fish and other 
wildlife. They can even make our water unsafe to drink.  

• Most importantly, allowing polluted runoff to leave your site and 
enter a storm drain or waterway is against the law. 

Projects that disturb one acre or more require a Stormwater 
Management Permit from the Westford Planning Board and a 
Construction General Permit from the EPA. Projects near 
wetlands may also require a permit from the Westford      
Conservation Commission.  Contact the Westford Building 
Department during the project planning stage to determine 
what permits will be required.  

Visit the following websites for additional information: 
 

www.westfordma.gov/stormwater 

www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater-discharges-construction-activities 

www.ThinkBlueMassachusetts.org 

www.mass.gov/service-details/stormwater 

Westford Stormwater Contact: 

Paul Starratt, P.E. - Town Engineer  

pstarratt@westfordma.gov 

978-692-5520 


