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[image: 27,200+ Flowering Peach Tree Stock Photos, Pictures ...]These plants are blooming too early! March has come in like a lamb, ushering out the warmest winter, and February, on record.  In my yard, plant and animal behavior are at least a full month ahead of their historic schedules. If you aren’t a winter person, why should you care?  Because you need to eat. Both temperature and daylight are biological signals.   Plants that bloom too early are subject to killing frosts, as was the case last year with the loss of the New England peach harvest. In addition, plants and animals who respond to confused weather and daylight signaling may not emerge (or arrive, if migrating) at the same time as their food supply or pollinators, resulting in failed reproduction and starvation.   This can have unpredictable effects on the food web, and when repeated annually, can result in extinction. A changing climate that challenges the current ecosystem means less, and more expensive, food, not just here, but around the globe, while new ecosystem and human adaptations become established.  Breadbaskets and planting zones are moving North and up (altitude), with far reaching economic and geopolitical consequences. Most commodity markets, farmers and agribusiness are starting to understand and react to the global impacts of climate change on agriculture and famine. Many consumers, who have an outsize influence on natural and human systems through their lifestyle choices, and are subject to the outcomes of those choices, are learning and responding more slowly.  For more information on climate change and human health, watch this presentation on the Health Impacts of Climate Change  offered by the Health Department last month.  Go ahead and shed your jacket and savor an early spring lift/fever, but don’t rejoice.  Act! Take another step to reduce your carbon footprint today! 

· VOTE! At Annual Town Meeting, March 23rd  
· A FY 2025 Budget Over-ride is on the both warrant. This decision will impact town services, including for sustainability, for the next 3 years.  
· Article 18, the MBTA Communities Multi-Housing Overlay District Zoning By-law, will be discussed.  The climate case for this initiative may be found here.  Westford staff have been very intentional about including as many incentives for sustainable development as possible in this by-law. 
· Article 9 would approve the construction of PFAS treatment plants, necessary to remove these “forever” chemicals that are harmful to human health.  
· The warrant includes electric vehicle purchases in line with our climate roadmap goals.
· Join the Westford Clean Energy and Sustainability Committee, the Westford Recycling Commission or Westford Climate Action.  Join a meeting to learn more or fill out a Citizen Activity Form to express your interest.  Reach out if you have any questions about these groups doing great work in Westford.
· Learn and celebrate the green –See the Sustainability Calendar for opportunities in celebration of spring and Earth Month, including:
· Walking our public lands with the Westford Conservation Trust
· Exploring environmental health at the Public Health Fair
· Evaluating electric vehicles with your neighbors and Westford Climate Action
· Gazing at the stars with the Amateur Telescope Makers of Boston
· Moving to Zero Waste with events offered by the Westford Recycling Commission
· Reading about climate with the JV Fletcher Library
· Exploring how to make your property into a “Homegrown National Park” or a Pollinator Preservation Garden
· Stay current and connected
· Check out the Sustainability Website for more information on how to electrify your home
· Municipal Grant and Rebate update
· DOER and the Green Communities Program awarded Westford $97,530 to fund weatherization work (insulation and air sealing) at Westford Academy and Rita Miller Elementary School this summer.  In total, $206,360 of work will be performed at no cost to the town with approved rebate applications from National Grid making up the balance.
· DOER awarded Westford a $13,900 Municipal Energy Technical Assistance grant to support owners agent services, including solar contracting, for an energy savings performance contract 
· National Grid approved rebate applications for all identified outstanding weatherization work at 10 municipal buildings (including 4 additional schools) as part of the generous 2023 incentive program, providing up to 75% of the cost of materials and labor for work performed by November, in advance of the heating season.
· Westford Pop Update
· From February 2021-November 2023, Westford Pop saved residents $12,568,422 as compared to National Grid Basic Service, and the program purchased 26,943 mWh of renewable energy, avoiding the production of 6,587 metric tons of carbon dioxide.  
· Customer Tax information for 2023 Look for an email and postcard from the Green Energy Consumer’s Alliance providing guidance on how to deduct your clean energy purchase or scroll down this page to find the form to request a tax receipt. 
· Pop Gold and Pop Silver customers who had re-enrollment issues with the contract rollover in December will be receiving an explanatory letter via US Mail followed by a check for the amount they are owed for the time they were erroneously bumped to National Grid Basic Service.
· Bootstrap Compost update Since beginning our MOU with Bootstrap compost in November, total enrollment has grown to 106 by the end of February.  We need 120 households to get the additional $1 discount!  More importantly, during the three month period from December through January, Bootstrap Compost customers diverted just under 7 tons of compostables from the trash.  To learn more and sign up for the program click here.  Or learn to compost at home with the Westford Recycling Commission here.
· Review this great presentation about how to perform solar siting and preserve the environmental services, including carbon sequestration, performed by MA forests.  We need both solar and forests to reach net zero by 2050.  
Celebrate Sustainably:
· Avoid single use items: Carry reusable straws, utensils and washable containers for leftovers 
· Skip décor that won’t stand the test of time.  
· Just say no to plastic novelties and throw away basket fillers – show your love with something that lasts or make memories and take photos. Size your container to the stuff, not the stuff to the container.
· Purchase clothing and gifts made from natural materials 
· Shop local 
· Plan to minimize food waste
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