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ANIMALS

Chapter 203
HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Health of the Town of Westford

As follows: Art. I, 6-10-57; Art. II, 12-11-72. Art. I & II amended on 6-12-23. Art. III adopted on 6-12-23.
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WESTFORD CODE

§ 203-30.
Severability.

§ 203-31.
Repealer.

ARTICLE I

Piggeries

(Adopted 6-10-57, Amended 6-12-23)

§ 203-1.
Permit requirement.

No person or persons or organization shall keep more than ten (10) swine over two (2) months of age within the limits of the Town of Westford without an annual permit from the Board of Health. Such permits shall be effective for one (1) year. They may be renewable on May 1. Permits issued prior to the most recent amendment of these regulations are exempt from § 203-3 and § 203-4. No shall be transferrable to a new holder without prior approval from the Health Department.

§ 203-2.
Contents of permit.
Every permit issued by the Board of Health for keeping swine shall specifically describe the location of the area and the maximum number of swine which may be lawfully kept in that area. Emergency contact information for the owner and any operator must be provided in the case of emergency.

§ 203-3. 
New piggery facility applications.

Newly established piggeries must file for a permit with the following required information, including:

· A site plan indicating proposed housing, pasture, manure storage dimensions and setbacks, wetland resources (verified and approved by the Conservation Commission), all wells within 300 feet of the proposed piggery facility. Approval from the Zoning and Building Commissioner is required.

· A copy of the location’s USGS Topographic map.

· The application fee.
· A description of the proposed odor and manure control practices.

§ 203-4.
Setbacks.

No piggery facility or pig manure stockpile shall be located closer than 500 feet from an abutter’s dwelling and at least 100 feet from any lot line. No setbacks closer to 150 feet to a private water supply well, 500 feet to a public water supply or its tributaries, or 500 feet to a private or public road will be permitted.

Applicants are advised to verify the location and scope of any activity within 100 feet of a wetland resource subject to 310 CMR 10.00 Wetlands Protection and/or the Westford Non-Zoning Wetlands Bylaw (Ch. 171) or Westford Wetlands Rules and Regulations (Ch. 235) with the Conservation Commission and/or their designee.

§ 203-5.
Keeping of garbage as feed.

Garbage refers to any meat waste or foods containing meat waste, resulting from handling, preparation, cooking, and consumption of foods, including animal carcasses or parts thereof. Garbage may only be fed in accordance with 330 CMR 11.00 through proper permitting by the Department of Agricultural Resources.

§ 203-6.
Feeding platforms.

Feed shall be provided on suitable platforms or troughs which are cleaned at least every forty-eight (48) hours and waste material shall be removed weekly and disposed of in a compost or heaps managed in a way to prevent a nuisance and rodent infestation. Clean water must also be accessible at all times.

§ 203-7.
Keeping of manure.

Manure and refuse in outdoor pens shall be cleaned and managed so that it will not create a public health nuisance. No runoff from manure storage or compost areas shall be allowed to pollute surface waters. Composing and manure usage is to be performed in a manner that prevents discharge of pollutants to the air, water or other natural resources of the community and results in no public health nuisance. Lagoons must be lined, and manure shall not be buried in underground pits. Lagoons must be provided coverage in the form of slanted, open roofs to protect from excessive precipitation which may lead to overflow. 

§ 203-8.
Quarantine.

In the event that a quarantine of the pigs is issued, the operator shall confine pigs subject to the quarantine in a manner that allows for the testing of the animals as prescribed by the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture (MDAR). The operator shall take all other actions as directed by the Board of MDAR to implement the quarantine.
§ 203-9.
Pens and yards.

Pens and yards shall be kept as clean as practical and in no case shall be kept in a manner to cause a nuisance. Animals must be adequately contained to prevent running at large.

§ 203-10.
Right to inspect.

Piggeries shall be inspected by an Agent or designee of the Board at least once annually, and more often as necessary, to ensure the piggery is operating in accordance with these regulations. Inspections may be conducted at any time and without prior notice to the owner.

The inspector may enter onto piggery, buildings, or parts thereof in conducting a routine inspection or in response to a complaint.

§ 203-11. 
Emergency contact.

Emergency contact numbers shall be posted on site and provided with the annual piggery Application, such that the operator or the operator’s designee may be reached at any time in the event of an emergency.

§ 203-12.
Violations and penalties.

Violations of any provisions of these regulations shall be punished by a fine for each offense. The Board may revoke or withhold a permit when violations warrant such action.

§ 203-13.
Variances.

Any Applicant or Permit holder may request a variance from any of the provisions in these regulations through a written variance request if enforcement, in their opinion, would cause manifest unjust. The Board may grant a variance if it determines that the variance would not be detrimental to public health. The Board in its discretion may limit the term of a variance. Variances may be considered only after notification of the variance request and associated public hearing has been sent by certified mail with cost borne by the applicant to all direct abutters and to abutters-to-abutters within three hundred feet of the applicant’s property a minimum of ten days prior to the hearing date. This notification must include the specific nature of the variance request, the date, time, and location of the public hearing. Proof showing that the abutter notifications were sent by certified mail, the abutters list as certified by the assessor’s office, and a copy of the letter sent to abutters must all be received in the Board of Health office one week prior to the hearing date.

ARTICLE II

Stables

(Adopted 12-11-72, Amended 6-12-23)

§ 203-14.
Stable and facility requirements

A. No person, firm or corporation owning or responsible for the custody of a horse, mule, pony, or   donkey shall keep or maintain the same without providing a stable and paddock,

both of which shall conform to the requirements of these regulations.

B. No person, firm or corporation owning or responsible for the custody of any such animal shall, for the purpose of stabling such animal, use or occupy any building, shed or other structure which does not conform to the requirements of these regulations nor unless a permit therefore is first secured, and the provisions of these regulations are fully complied with.

C. No new stabling facilities shall be erected or created unless a site plan application is submitted and permit first obtained. Any such new facilities shall be constructed in conformity with the applicable provisions of the Westford Building Code. Applicants are advised to verify the location and scope of any activity within 100 feet of a wetland resource subject to 310 CMR 10.00 Wetlands Protection and/or the Westford Non-Zoning Wetlands Bylaw (Ch. 171) or Westford Wetlands Rules and Regulations (Ch. 235) with the Conservation Commission and/or their designee. Site plan applications are to include:

· Dimensions of any structures, stables, stalls, paddocks, and manure piles.

· Manure management plan.

· Plot plan showing all structures and paddocks with setbacks to      property lines, buildings, wells within 150 feet, and wetlands.

· Applicable fee.

No permit shall be issued for any such new stabling facilities to be located on premises containing less than three-fourths (3/4) of an acre of land. Three-fourths (3/4) of an acre is required for the first horse and each additional horse requires 20,000 square feet of land.

§ 203-15.
Permit application.

Applications for all permits required by those regulations shall be made to the Board of Health. Each application shall state the name of the applicant and the location of the premises to be used; and each application shall specify the area and location of the premises for which a permit is requested and shall specify the number of animals which are to be kept within such area. No animals in excess of the number specified shall be kept therein. Such permit shall cover only

one (1) location, which shall be stated therein. Each application shall also contain such additional information as may be required by the

Board for its guidance in issuing the permit applied for.

§S 203-16.
           Permit forms; fees.

Forms for all permits, and applications, therefore, shall be prepared and kept on file by the Board of Health. The Board shall issue all such permits, upon payment of any applicable fees.

§ 203-17.
         Expiration and revocation of permits.

A. All permits shall expire on July 1 of each year but may be renewed annually upon application, provided that the applicant is then qualified to receive a permit and the premises for which the renewal is sought are suitable for such purposes; provided, however, that all permits shall automatically expire upon any sale, conveyance, or transfer of the premises on which any licensed stable or paddock is located.

B. Revocation. Any permit may be revoked by the Board for violation by the permittee or by any person operating under the direction or authority of any regulations or provision relating

to the permit, the subject of the permit or the premises occupied; and such revocation may be in addition to any fine or penalty imposed for the violation.

§ 203-18.

Existing stables and paddocks.

Any lawful stable and/or paddock existing at the time of the adoption of these regulations which does not comply with the physical or dimensional requirements of these regulations may be continued although such stable does not conform to the physical and dimensional requirements thereof, subject, however, to such conditions, limitations, restrictions, or requirements as the Board shall require.

§ 203-19.

Stalls.
A. The individual stalls in a stable shall be not less than six (6) feet wide and not less than ten and one-half (10 ½) feet in depth.

B. Floors. Each stall floor shall be kept covered with an adequate supply of suitable, dry bedding material, such as straw, shavings, sawdust or sugar cane, sufficient to absorb moisture and subdue odor. All stall floors shall be constructed of wood, gravel, or clay.
§ 203-20.

Ventilation and construction of stables.

A. The ceilings, doors and windows of every stable shall be of such size and location as to ensure adequate ventilation.

B. The interior of every stable shall be free from projecting nails or splinters liable to injure the animals. The use of rotten, burned, crumbly or otherwise inferior material is prohibited. Electrical fixtures shall be located in such fashion as to prevent the animals from coming into contact with the same.

C.  Every stable shall have suitable facilities for confining the animals so as to prevent their running at large.

D. Stables shall provide a minimum of 100 square feet for the first animal, and 60 square feet for each subsequent animal.

E. Stables shall not be used for human habitation. 

F. For public or stables used for horse riding lessons, bathrooms must be in good sanitary condition. 

§ 203-21.
           Feed storage; water supply.

A. Suitable metal or metal-lined containers shall be provided for the storage of grain to discourage or prevent rodent contamination and attraction. Suitable measures, such as the employment of

traps or chemicals, shall be utilized to control rodents. 
B. An adequate supply of clean water shall be provided for all animals.

§ 203-22.

Provisions for manure.

A. During the period of May 1 to November 1 of each year, all manure shall be removed from the premises on which the stable is located at least weekly; during the period of November 1

through the following April 30, all manure shall be removed at least monthly. Exceptions to this may be granted by the Health Department if the applicant demonstrates that the manure can be stored without causing a nuisance. In this circumstance, manure may be composted or spread in a pasture in a manner consistent with good agricultural practices and USDA guidelines.
B. All manure, including that mixed with bedding in stalls, shall be treated with lime as often as required for disinfectant purposes, but in no event less than once each week.

C. All manure and saturated bedding shall be removed from the stalls and from the stable at least every two (2) days. Manure deposited outside of a stable shall be treated with fly repellent and/or screened so as to prevent the breeding of insects. Flies shall be controlled through the use of fly tapes, sprays, fogs and/or other means demonstrated effective in the stable(s) and around the manure storage area.

D. Suitable precaution shall be taken during the transporting of manure off the premises so as to prevent its spilling or dropping on any public or private way.

E. Manure shall not be buried in underground pits.

§ 203-23.
 Paddocks.
A. Definition. For the purpose of these regulations, “paddock” shall mean an enclosed exercise area.

B. All stables shall be provided with a fenced paddock, adequate for free exercise of any animals kept in the stable.

C. Barbed wire shall not be used for fencing.

D. Paddock fencing shall be strong enough and high enough to keep the animals confined and prevent their running at large.

E. All electric fences shall be posted with signs clearly indicating that it is an electric fence.

F. Paddocks must be a minimum of 2,000 square feet per horse.

G. All paddocks shall be provided with an adequate drainage system to prevent the formation of stagnant pools or puddles of water.

§ 203-24.
Setbacks. 

A. Stables shall not be located closer than 50 (fifty) feet to a property line.
B. No paddock shall be closer than ten (10) feet to any adjoining property line.
C. Manure piles shall not be located closer than 100 feet to any wetland. Conservation Commission approval is required. No manure shall be stored closer than twenty-five (25) feet to an adjoining property line.

D. Stables, paddocks, and manure piles must be at least 400 feet to any public water supply sources or tributaries and over 150 feet to any private wells. 

§ 203-25.
Burial of deceased animals.

The remains of a dead horse must be buried at a minimum of 4 (four) feet above high water, covered with at least 6 (six) feet of compact dirt, and located at least 50 feet from any lot line and 100 feet from any wetland or well. The remains may be disposed off of the property in compliance with applicable laws.

§ 203-26.
Declaration of nuisance.

 It shall be unlawful to permit any premises, building, shed, or other structure used for the purpose of stabling any horse, mule, pony, or donkey to remain in such condition as to be dangerous to the public health in any way. Any such premises, building, shed or other structure is hereby declared to be a nuisance.

§ 203-27.
Violations and penalties.

 Any person, firm or corporation violating or failing to comply with any provision of these regulations shall be fined not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than twenty-five ($25.00) for each offense. And a separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on

which a violation occurs or continues.

§ 203-28.
Variances.

Every request for a variance shall be made in writing and shall state the specific variance sought and the reasons therefore. The Board may approve variances that the enforcement of would cause manifest unjust and as so long detriments to public health are made. The Board in its discretion may limit the term of a variance. Variances may be considered only after notification of the variance request and associated public hearing has been sent by certified mail with cost borne by the applicant to all direct abutters and to abutters-to-abutters within three hundred feet of the applicant’s property a minimum of ten days prior to the hearing date. This notification must include the specific nature of the variance request, the date, time, and location of the public hearing. Proof showing that the abutter notifications were sent by certified mail, the abutters list as certified by the assessor’s office, and a copy of the letter sent to abutters must all be received in the Board of Health office one week prior to the hearing date.

Article III

Chickens
(Adopted 6-12-23)
§ 203-29.
Nuisances.

Keeping of poultry shall not create a public health nuisance.  A public health nuisance includes the creation of offensive odors, rodent or fly infestation, effluent runoff, and/or noise in such concentrations and durations as to cause a nuisance and may be considered potentially injurious to human health, or unreasonably interferes with the health and safe enjoyment of life and property. No person shall own or keep within the limits of this Town fowl which disturb the peace and quiet of any person or shall own or keep within the limits of this Town any bird or fowl which, by screeching or crowing, disturbs the peace and quiet of any person.

§ 203-30.
Severability.

 It is the intention of the Board of Health that these regulations, and every provision thereof, shall be considered separable, and the invalidity of any section, clause or provision of these regulations shall not affect the validity of any other portion of these regulations.

§ 203-31.
Repealer.

All regulations and parts of regulations of the Board of Health in conflict herewith are hereby revoked.
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